The Statesman

U Ghe Statesma

Tomorrow's MNews
Today

uest
Online Booking
Classified Ads

Advanced Search

News

Page one

India

World

Editorial

Perspective

Business

Sport

Bengal

Magazine

Sports & Leisure

Career & Campus

Science & Technology

Voices

Lifestyle

Unplugged

Kolkata Plus

Bengal Plus

Viewpoint

North East Page

Orissa Plus

Note Book

N.B & Sikkim Plus

Entertainment

NB Extra

World Focus

8THDAY

http://www.thestatesman.net/page.news.php?clid=9& theme=& usrsess=1&id=119601 (1 of 3)6/11/2006 10:59:01 PM

[Orissa Plus]

‘Dead’ woman returnsalive

Statesman News Service

KENDRAPARA, June 11: Police had proclaimed
the death of awoman. Then followed the arrest of
people, accused of burning her alive. Now in an
ironic turnaround, the dead woman has come back
alive, lending a new twist to the bride-burning
case, reported in the Rajnagar police station area.
The woman was alegedly killed by her spouse and
in-laws during a dowry-related dispute. But the
offence was never committed.

Those who authored the sinister design of slapping
the dowry-death offence against the relatives, are
now cooling their heels behind bars.

This episode has triggered a public outcry at a
seaside village of Kendrapara district’s Rajnagar
tehsil.

The unsavoury incident also brings into focus oft-
raised allegations that complaints of dowry torture
and harassment lack substance.

“We had received a complaint that a newly-
wedwoman, Kuntala Mohanty, of Santhapada
village was burnt alive by her spouse, Nakul and
her father-in-law, Digambar Mohanty. The
complainant also claimed that they had cremated
the remains of the deceased.

The crux of the complaint was that the bride met
her end, as she failed to bring home the dowry as
demanded by the accused,” police said.

After preliminary investigation, the father-son duo
was booked under Section 302, IPC and Section 4
(Dowry Prevention Act).

“We should have exhumed the body. But we
believed the heart-rending tale of the
complainants, and went ahead and registered the
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