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Gates writes to MK, talks of collaboration

N
:vé;E Chennai, June 10: The chairman and chief software architect of Microsoft Corporation, Bill Gates, says

he is looking forward to “closer collaboration” with Tamil Nadu in the areas of education, e-governance

= City and rural development.

- Nation In a communication sent to the chief minister M. Karunanidhi, which was made available to the media

. here on Saturday, Mr. Gates said, “should you happen to visit the United States, Microsoft would be

= Asia . »
pleased to host your visit to Seattle.

* World He congratulated Mr. Karunanidhi and also the Union minister for communication and information

= Sports technology Dayanidhi Maran on their electoral victory in the recently concluded assembly elections in

= Business the state. "
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Chennai, June 10: The city police is considering approaching the Indian embassy in USA to deport a
software engineer involved in a dowry harassment case. The engineer in question is Narayanan (29),
of Alandur, who was working with a top IT company in India. He married 28 year old Sangeetha, the
daughter of Danapaul of Saidapet. The wedding was a lavish affair and Danapaul gave 35 sovereigns
of gold and Rs 1 lakh as dowry. Initially, Narayanan and Sangeetha led a happy life. But after some
time the couple began to quarrel and. Narayanan’s family began to harass Sangeetha by not giving her
enough food and asking her to do all the housework, the police said.

Meanwhile, Sangeetha got pregnant and could not work as much. Upset with the attitude of her
husband’s family, Sangeetha tried to commit suicide. Hearing this, Sangeetha’s father Danapaul took
her back to his house where she gave birth to a girl child. Sangeetha later decided to go back to her
husband’s house and live with him. But when she returned to her husband’s house at Alandur, her
mother-in-law Usha claimed that Narayanan had left home.

Sangeetha went to the company where Narayanan worked, where she was told that he had been
promoted and was transferred to the company’s facility in USA. The company gave Sangeetha her
husband’s telephone number. When she called up her husband, he asked her to give him Rs 1 lakh
more as dowry, according to the police.

Sangeetha then approached the St. Thomas Mount all women’s police station, which unsuccessfully
tried to contact Narayanan over the phone.

On Saturday, the police arrested Narayanan’s mother Usha and produced her in the Alandur judicial
magistrate court. Usha was remanded to 15 days judicial custody. Narayanan’s father Shanmugam and
brother Arun Kumar are absconding. The police have also filed an FIR against Narayanan, who is in
the USA and is considering approaching the Indian embassy in USA to deport him back to Chennai.

b

Stalin writes to chiefs of civic bodies

Chennai, June 10: Local administrations minister M.K. Stalin has written letters to all the heads of the
local bodies across the state urging them to ensure better public services and speedy completion of
civic projects. The letters have been sent to 552 heads of the local bodies, including mayors of six
corporations, 152 municipal chairmen and 385 panchayat union leaders. The letters signed by the
minister read: “Let us join to make the local bodies emerge as the best organisations in the country.”

Mr Stalin, who sought the co-operation of all the civic bodies, appealed specifically to the rural local
bodies to become more vibrant and pointed out that 68 per cent of the people live in rural areas.
Measures like ensuring collection of taxes and other fees on time, implementation of new initiatives to
increase income of the local bodies, and cost-cutting measures would help the local bodies serve the
people better, the letter said. Mr Stalin also urged the municipal and village panchayats to focus more
on the areas of sanitation, drinking water, streetlighting and infrastructure.

He assured that he would get the necessary assistance from the state government for strengthening the
local bodies. He also requested the heads of civic bodies to contact him through phone, or letter or in
person for any assistance from the local administration department. It may be recalled that Mr Stalin
had announced that all the powers of the local bodies that were curbed by the previous AIADMK
government, including the Act forcing the Chennai Corporation to convene its council meeting once in
three months, would be taken up with the state government, so that they could be restored to the civic
bodies.
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Rowdy on bike killed by gang
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